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HUMPHRE r SENHOUSE, Ele. 
High Sheriff of the County of Cumberland. 


* JOSEPH PENNINGTON, "ay 


| Knight of the Shire. 
Henry Bbrobn Bly, Robert — b, Ela. 25 
Henry Aglionby, Eſq. ||Fletcher Partis, Eſq. 
Montague Farrar, Eſq. | Ferom Tully, Eſq. 
Fobn Pennington, Eſq. Hen. Aglionby, jun". Eſq. ; 
Edward Stanley, * Seeg Fton, Eſq. © 
Joſeph Dacre, Eſq. © Jobn Gaftarth, Eſq.” | 


Edward Haſſel; Eſq. au, How, Eſq. , 
Guſtavus Thompſon, Eſq. Chriſt”, Pattinſe von, El, 
70 rid Lawſon, Eſq. Edo. Hutchinſon, Eſq 
Beer, Eſq. H. Richmond Bale 
| 2 Cooke, Eſq. EU 
John Stanuix, Elq. | Jeſdua Lucock, Eſq. 
GENTLEMEN of the GRAND Juxx, 


This very plain Diſcourſe publi ;ſhed at your Requeſt 
— — have no title to be made publick 


but. that of its Seaſonablene 5, 7s . * 
Bae, * * 
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have here taken the liberty to re- 
. has prevailed very long and ve- 
ty notoriouſly amongſt us, and whereſo- 
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ever 


— | DEDICATION: 
ever it does prevail is always, as I appre- 


hend, attended with the worſt of Conſe- 


5 quences. Whether i it is not already become 
in ſome ſort a National Calamity, whether 
we are not juſtly ridiculed on this account 


by Foreigners", or if permitted to increaſe, 


whether it will not in time prove the im- 


poveriſhment and ruin of our Count 
may more properly belong to the conſi- 


deration of others, who are both better 
qualified and authoriſed for ſuch 'enqui- 
ries. But that it greatly hurts the 'Mo- 


rals of our People, that it impairs their 
ſenſe of Virtue, and deſtroys the very Life 
and Spirit of all true Religion amongſt 
them where it predominates, we of the 


Clergy have but too much reaſon to com 
plain. As to my own particular, I con- 


7 that it is always the moſſ difficult 


and painful part of my Duty to preſerve | 
thoſe under my care from this Vice more 


eſpecially, and has given me no ſmall con- 
cern to ſee the conſtant oppoligen made 


Lettres Jui rs, 1. 134. | 
b The Sum annually Ch in the Law and ſuing: gear out 


of ys {mall FTI is computed at GT” 
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DIEDICATTION. 

toall ** Labours, and the comparatively 
little good Effect which they are able to 
— On which account it is hoped 
the preſent Subject will not be eſteemed 
altogether foreign to my Office, or impro- 
perly introduced on this Occaſion; and 
if in proſecuting it I have indulged greater 
warmth, and deſcended ſomewhat lower 
than is perhaps either uſual or agreeable 
in Diſcourſes of this kind, That likewiſe 
may admit of ſome excuſe; eſpecially 
when I declare that no private Circum- 
ſtances or particular Perſons are alluded 
to in any reſpect. 
Il was deſirous to examine the caſe as 
thoroughly as I could, and thereby under 
a neceſlity of laying open ſome of thoſe 
little Artifices which ſeemed to lay the 
firſt ground-workof this Grievance; theſe 
 Thave often been obliged to give attention 
to in private, and contribute my endea- 
vours towards putting ſuch as I was more 
immediately concerned for on their guard 
againſt them; which makes me the more 
ow Oe the preſent Opportu- 
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DEDICATION 
nity of doing the ſame once for all in a 


publick manner; and it is my higheſt ſa- 


tisfaction to obſerve that this Deſign, how- 
ever meanly executed, meets with ſome 
countenance and approbation from Gen- 


tlemen who by their ſtation and influ- 


ence can effectually promote and perfect 
it; the doing which will, I conceive, as 


Ju ly deſerve the general Thanks, as your 


very favourable Reception of the follow- 


ing Piece demands this an A 


nigement from, 


GEN LEM EN,. an 1 
TRIO obliged, © 
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| MATT. 5: 40. N 31 
i any man will ſue thee at the Law, 


and take away thy Coat, let Dime n have 
roy Cloke alſo. 


'T is the great excellence of the Chriſtian 
Precepts in general, that they are calcu- 
lated in the moſt effectual manner to pro- 
mote the temporal as well as ſpiritual happi- | 
neſs of Mankind: Their ſubje& matter is of 
the utmoſt conſequence to the well-being of. 
Society, and of each individual; they are deli- 

vered in the ſtrongeſt and moſt comprehen- 
five terms, and may by the very loweſt capa- 
city, with the leaſt degree of attention, be ap- 
plied to all the common caſes and concerns of 

ife. Of theſe we have an admirable collecti- 
on in this and the two following Chapters. I 150 
have fe o upon one, the ſubject whereof is Wl 
the c ief occaſion of the preſent Solemnity, 
a OE 3 OO 


8 Litigiouſneſs repugnant to 


and more particularly neceſſary in this place. 
Tf any Man, &c. i. e. When any neighbour is 
contentious and inclined to injure you in fome 


ſmall matter, be content to bear a loſs or two 


of that kind, at leaſt run the hazard of doing 
fo, rather than immediately enter the lifts and 


engage with him in a conteſt for it, 


The wordsare evidently figurative and 758 
verbial; they put the caſe ſpecially, and de- 
cide it in a peremptory way; not thereby in- 


tending an abſolute prohibition under every 
circumſtance, or to inſiſt always on the par- 
ticular inſtance given; but to fix a genera 
Principle, or preſcribe a Temper which may 


extend to all ſimilar caſes, and be ſufficient to 
determine them whenever they occur: agree- 
ably to the uſual method of inſtruction in the 


Faſt, which is bold, lively and affecting; 


brief and eaſy of remembrance ; and which 


wants only common ſenſe to qualify its max- 


ims, and common honeſty and ingenuity to 


render them conſiſtent with the publick good, 
and with each other. This is what theſe 


They don't mean the ſtripping a Man of all he has, even 


to the very Coat upon his back, as we "pply the Proverb ; but only 
the depriving him of ſomething of like value to one of his Gar- 


ments; or ſomething which he has as clear a igt to. The va- 
lue of the damage here ſuppoſed may be judged of by the 
things joined with it in the Miſna. Baba Kama, C. 8. Hal. 6. 


A vellicat aurem ejus, aut evellit crinem, aut conſpuit ita ut 
in eum concidat ſputum, aut tollit ab eo tunicam, aut denudat 


caput mulieris in publico, &c. Add Baba Metfia, Fol. 78.2. Si 
det quis pauperi denarium ad coemendum pon. Iller; ne 
| Eoemat PN X. r. e, e WT 
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Writers 


e 61 A 


The:Laws of C 


Writers always preſuppoſe, and to it they ge- 
nerally leave * —— more than we are 
uſed to do] the proper limitatio and reſtrain- 
clauſes which of courſe ariſe in 
point of doatrine, from the nature of the ſub- 
ject, circumſtances of the perſon, the particu- 
lar occaſion, time and place. They lay down 
the general 


it is ready enough — no . 
danger on that W 5 

Such are thoſe Predep ts of givin 
that aſteth, lending to binw that Gould betrets 


of not refiſting Boil, but overcoming it 7 ith 


Good: Whoſoever ſhell ſmite: thee on thy right 
cheek, turm to him the other alſo; and whoſo- 
ever ſhall compel thee to go a mile, go with 


him twain : Love your enemies; bleſs them 


that cunſe you, and the like: Precepts which 


we find were well underſtood by the com- 


mon People of thoſe times and places to 
whom moſt of them were directed, and to 
whom the whole conduct and behaviour of 
the Teacher ſhewed ſufficiently how he de- 
ſigned them to be underſtood. o Such allo is the 


rule before us; which yet has been more 


than once excepted to by a late advocate for 
Infidelity, on account of the looſe, undetermin- 
ed manner in which, he ſays, it is given; 
*though he would have had much greater 


* Chriflianity as old as the Creation, c. 13. p. 307. 311. 8. 
© Readers of this Author's ſtamp may have more regard 


Perhaps to the ſame rule, when Wo oblerve it to have _= 


: / ianity. 9 


rule, and truſt human nature to 
ſupply the relaxations and exceptions; which 
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would have rendered it, and all 2215 
age in which 


= 


_ truſt as are ſufficiently able, to explain and a- 


1 in our prolix umd 


reliſhed by the p ; of that 
they were originally: given, and on whoſe re- 
ception their ſucceeding influence dep 


through all ages of the world; and which 
; INCC 1lide- 


would have been urged now as no. 
rable argument againſt the genuinenefſs of theſe 


' Diſcourſes. T his we may preſume our Lord 
was well aware of, and therefore, notwith- 


ſtanding what this Author obſerves: of bis 
infimte knowledge enabling bim fo to expreſs 
bimſelf as that his words ſhould not be liable to 


the leaſt miſconſtruction, ] ſhould rather have 
faid, to as little miſconſtruction as the nature 
of words admits of] yet he choſe to uſe the 
common ſtile and language of his time; from 


whoſe Laws nevertheleſs his ſubjechs at this 
day may have conſiderable benefit, *eſpecially as 
there are perſons ſtill appointed, and ſuch we 


dapt each to the preſent modes of thinki 
and expreſſion. Tis our particular happine! 


likewiſe to find every difficulty of this kind 
laid down by one of the greateſt of their own Philoſophers, 


and have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing in what a preci/e determi- 


vate manner it has been delivered by ſo perfect a maſter of 


language, and one who was ſo good a judge of the neceſſity for 
ſuch a rule in life. Cic. OF. 2. 18. Convenit autem tum in dan- 
do munificum eſſe, tum in exigendo non acerbum : —Multa 


multis de jure ſuo concedentem : a litibus vero quantum liceat, 


er 20 ex paulo plus etiam quam liceat, nne 
* bt ib. P- # 11. 


| g to it, e ee dels 
way, which 
little 


right ſtating and explaining of its Precepts: 
— 00 Fw er. of the T — 
thus n on by Interpreters ?. 

ce If any one will extort a thing of ſmall va- 
te lue from you, ſuffer him an A to go a- 


e way with it, and even yield him rather ore, 


0 chen continue in contention with him. 
« This and the like maxims in the Goſpel 
© muſt neceſſarily admit of ſome limitation; 
% our Saviour's deſign in them not being to 
ce render his Diſciples defenceleſs and expoſed 
ce to all the affronts and indignities which 
te wicked perſons will think fit to inflict upor 
ce them, nor oblige them to be. ſtrip'd of all 


way to and be regulated by Charity; that 
e we are not always ſtrictly to inſiſt upon out 
* own rights; and that it is much better pa- 


< tiently to bear ſome inconſiderable loſs, than 


fall into violent contentions and Vexarious 
e Law-ſuits,” 

This I hope to make appear in a the — 
ing part of my Diſcourſe, wherein ſhall firſt 
brietly touch upon the Nature and Deſign of 
the Chriſtian Inftitution in zeneral, and . 
out the reaſonableneſs of this particular In- 
junction in the Text. 

And in the' next place; Wy 5 how fan 
the preſeat Cuſtom of going to Law may be 
_ conſiſtent with them both. | 
* Ib.p.310, f Beauſobre and L Enfant. 
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De Laus o/ Chriftianity. 11 
obviated by variety of writers on the Goſpel, 
who, as the ſame Author owns, agree in 2 


l 
e their goods: but that Juſtice ought-to give 
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12 Litigiouſneſs repugnant to 
Now 'tis declared to be the great end of 
Chriſtianity to preſerve Love, Peace and Con- 


the particular Bleſſing of being the Children 
God, Matt. 5.9. and the performance of whi 


me dd ated: 


cord in the world, and to prevent all Wrath, 
Strife and Contention, with the Cauſes of 
them. This includes our whole Duty to. our 
Neighbour, and is what we are moſt patheti- 
cally exhorted to on all occafions and in a re- 
markable variety of expreſhons. See particu- 


larly Pbil. 2. 1.5. Eph. 4.31.32. Col. 3. 12. 


This is the Ni ſdom from above, Jam. 3.17, 
18. to this tends all the Fruit of the Spirit, 
Gal. 5.22, 23. as the oppoſite qualities are 
termed carnal, 1 Cor. 3. 3. earthly, ſenſual, de- 


viliſb, Jam. 3. 15. and contain the chief of 


thoſe Works of the Fleſh which we are over 
and over told, will exclude us from an inberi- 


Zance in the Kingdom of God. Gal. 5. 19.20.21. 


'This principle of Brotherly Love, [or Chari- 
ty] is carried ſo very high in the Goſpel as ta 


be intitled the peculiar new Commandment of 


our Saviour, Joh. 1 5. 12. and 13, 34. the pro- 
per mark and character of his Diſciples, Job. 
13. 35. to the promoters whereof he annexes 


* 


he ſtiles being perfect as our Father which ts 


in Heaven is perfect, Matt. 5. 48. camp. Lak, 


6. 36. Tis that which his Apo 


where inculcate with the greateſt vehemence, 
knowing that it could never be too often or 
too much inculcated, and on which his 8 


EO ˙ . r t none Ve Ogg IE 
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ſuppoſe beloved] more eſpecially delights to. 


dwell, *Tis called the Bond of Perfetneſs,Col. 
3.14. the End of the Commandment, 1 'Tim. , 


5. the fulfilling of the Law; Rom. 13. 8. 10. 
5 Jeong 9 that we are ins ſtate of 


the ſureſt eviden 5 
Grace, and which above all things fits us for 
a ſtate of Glory, 1 Job. 3. 14. 4. 7. 12. 16.17. 
that which is morè excellent than the moſt 


extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, 1 Cr. 12.31. 


and 13.13. that which itſelf will hide a mul- 
titude of ſins, 1 Pet. 4. 8. Jam. 5.20. and 
laſtly, without which all our pretences to Sal- 
vation are entirely vain, all our endeavours 
after it ineffectual, 1 Gr. 13. 1. &c. Jam. 2. 
. 141 ern bo ow 
In numberleſs like paſſages of the New 
Teſtament we are urged to the practiſe: of 
this great fundamental Duty, and-1nvited and 


intreated to. purſue all thoſe: other Virtues | 
which promote it; and no leſs earneſtly are 


we admoniſhed to guard againſt every de- 
viation from them, to avoid the very remot- 
eſt tendency towards an indulgence of the 
_ contrary Vices, more eſpecially the gratifi- 
cation of a favourite propenſity to reſent In- 
juries and return Evil for Evil; without 
which care all our other caution would be 
fruitleſs. We are likewiſe warned againſt ſome 


of the more rigorous methods of redreſſing 


ourſelves ſas that of going to Law particular- 
yl which though they may ſometimes be in- 
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good groun 
cCauſe in fact they are moſt commonly em- 
plwGKuyed to different purpoſes, and in their own 
nature they have generally but bad effects. 


main is beſt conſulted by the Precept 
Text, and we ſhould think ourſelves obliged 


cad and 1 phed to, yet are on 
ds — gomert, in general, be- 


All violent meaſures, except in very deſpe- 
rate caſes indeed, are of pernicious 


quence, and rather aggravate than eaſe the 


malady; whereas mildneſs and moderation 
would with leſs pain and difficulty heal the 
wound: they naturally ſoften and ſubdue the 


minds of men, and ſooner bring them to a 


ſweeter temper, a better taſte for goodneſs, 4 
more juſt and- generous ſenſe of A than 


more ſevere coercive methods; 


conſideration, that the Wrath of Man worketh 


not either the Righteouſneſs of God, or his own | 
Teal good, natural or moral; unto which wrath 
give plate ſome - 


we are therefore taught to 


times, rather than oppoſe 2s. ſwell our Bro- 
intereſt in the 


ther's fury. Even our temporal 
in the 


in point of Prudence as N per 


ply with it. 11 % 
To give way in Kune things i is che likelieſt 


means of winning over a Perſon of the leaſt 


. © ee the Lord Biſhop of Biere beautifal decount of the | 
Raue and Effects of "RO Serm. at Rolli, P- 159. _ 


iu 


and therefore 
we ſhould reflect a little on our adverſary 8 
turn of mind, as well as our own, befors we 


enter on fack methods with hims, - 
Tis a great Truth, and worth our 12 


re 


liſhing a friendſhip which 


ingenuity, and eſtab | 


an equivalent for what we loſe by ſuch a piece 


of condeſcention. There are innumerable ways 
of ſerving and obliging one another when men 
are truly ſo diſpo ed; without ſuch a diſpoſi- 
tion there is really no living long well with 
any man, and this diſpoſition is moſt likely to 


be engaged, nay probably can be engaged no 
ether wife than in the method which our 84. 


viour here directs; who Ine u what was in N 


much better than he knows himſelf, was in- 


timately acquainted with our frame, and has 
in a moſt Wonderful manner adapted all his 

Preoepts to it, and applyed them to thoſe parts 
of it more eſpecially which want them moſt, 
v as has been oft made out inconteſtably to the 
confuſion of all thoſe who would advance tlie 


dictates of what they call Natural Religion 


: 3 x ; = a % 
* * & 4/4 bus £ 6-36. — LICE: , 


- Gr Fg 
in their rom. 


courſe of Life all the conſequences whereof 
we are by no means able to foreſee ; we are 


apt alſo to neglect and overlook the ſources 


from whence ſpring moſt of our Calamities 
till they have got a head, and are too ſtrong 


to be withſtood; which yet if timely attend- 


ed to, might cafily r Ti 
here we are more obliged to the fame hea- 
enn H.SECD AY 2075 55 $7 3-20 < 


* 7 1 
. 
13 * 


in Mr. 2 the inte; 


velation. Difcourſes, vol. 2 p. 178. Ce. 


Proofs of Re- 
venly 
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| venl Teacher than we common! imagine ine 1 
for Thos: Divine Inſtructions. Which point 
il out to us and pr us againſt the ſeveral | N 
i remote hidden W rh miſery; and if we 
i could. but be, pecded to: home go even 
N ſhould aſſuredly find reſt unto our ſouls < if we l 
| would put ſome of theſe awhile in practiſe, k 
. we ſhould have the fatisfaction of experienc- q 
ing them to be both eaſier and fafer than the 
WW methods which our own, ute. hearts b 
i „ | 
j Fe is the 1 peculiar 1 ft of the Chriſtian - 
li Inſtitution to > Artke at the very root and prin- 
i ciple of each diſorder of the human Mind; 
5 to preſcribe regulations to thoſe Thoughte, P 
lh Deſires, Intentions which human Laws — 1 
| never reach, and which if they are not timely a 
1 guarded will infallibly break out into tumuſ- 4 
"| tuous: Paſſions, and EE eternal. Diſcord 70 
* and Confuſion in the World ; and if We fancy Pa 
'' that we can in ſafety ſo far diſpenſe with any * 
bot its rules, — to let thoſe ſeeds of Eyil-grow en 
"= to ſuch a certain height, and ſtop them when _ 
| 4 we pleaſe, we ſhall ſoon find that we have fer 
if miſerably deceived ourſelves.” Se . 5 
ae 'There are ſome who perceive the heel an; 
| cial tendency of the Chriſtian Scheme in ge- it! 
| neral, but yet are. of opinion that it carries ve 
ll things I beyond truth and nature, wi 
It and * they could improve a little on its ral. 
if maxims. Thus they may think it right 'E- at! 
| age porhaps-4q: forgive an enemy . far Gn | 
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to live quietly with him, and even treat him 

with ſome diſtant ſhew of reſpect ; they may 
judge it reaſor 
© behave civilly toward a worthleſs neighbour, 


and be ready upon occaſion to exchange good 


offices with him; but to take ſuch into their 


very boſoms! to love, and bleſs, and pray for 
them as Friends and Brethren, as themſelves 4 | 


This is 4 hard ſaying, who can hear it? 
And yet as kard as thisis, it woold coriainly 
be harder to perform the n 


fully [ z..e. ſo as to attain their due effect ard bi 
without being poſſeſſed of thoſe inward. 
poſitions of heart from whence th 

How hard is it perpetually to — 
we are not! to appear always friendly and 
good natured,— to do acts of kindneſs, with- 


out ever being in truth kindly affeftioned one 


towards — How irkſome muſt it be to 
carry on a continual ſeries of Diſſimulation ! 


and how almoſt impoſſible to gain the ſame 


end 1 it at laſt, which would immediately 
2 „ true genuine — and love un- 

1 How hard is it to keep out of hid 
confines of any Vice, — deſtructive 
it appear to be, while we are indulging thoſe 
very inclinations that prompt to this vice; 
while we are treading thoſe ſteps that natu- 
rally lead to it, and. co 
at length becor 


le for their own convenience 


outward 
Duties to our neighbour conſtantly and chear- 


a habit which | 
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Nov as it is next to an impoſſibility to treat 
our Brother equitably and give him tokens of 


reſpect, while we deſpiſe or hate him in our 


hearts, ſo tis extremely difficult to keep up a 
true kindneſs for any one witiy whom we are 


engaged in a courſe of Law; which as it is 
uſually managed, I beg leave to ſay, is a 


ſtate of mutual jealoufy and ſuſpicion, fears 
and diſcontents, hard thoughts and heart- 
burning provocations, which will ſometimes 


break forth into contemptuous language and 


outrageous treatment. In ſhort, it is a ſtate 
of many and ſtrong Temptations to Uncha- 
ritableneſs; into which therefore we ſhould 
not raſhly lead ourſelve. 
Me may perhaps intend to proceed only a 

little in thoſe crooked paths; but we ſhall ſoon 
find to our ſorrow that it is much eaſier to 


avoid the cauſes of Offence, than afterwards 
to ſeparate them from their Effects; to pre- 


vent the firſt occaſions and beginnings of con- 


tention, than to check their future progreſs. 


Whoſoever ſuffers himſelf to be drawn into 


a Law-ſuit for ſmall matters, let him ſet out 


at firſt in ever ſo good a temper, will become 
ſtrangely liable to contract ſuch an ill will 
toward his neighbour as is ſcarcely conſiſtent 
with that mill, merciful, forgiving ſpirit 
which Chriſtianity lays ſo great ſtreſs on, and 
with ſo much. reaſon, as we have ſeen, *T1s 
very hard to love our Brother as we ought, 
and ſet that value only on the moor = 
Tora. - — N | or 


n 
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World which we are required to doi, ¶ and 
much more ſo to make him ſenſible that we 
do it ] whilſt we are engaged in violent 
ſtruggles with him for mere trifles, and whilſt 
all the difference between us, were we but of a 
fair, friendly diſpoſition, might be accommo- 
dated by the firſt honeſt Man we met with. 
Well may it be ſaid to all ſuch, as No Apoſtle 
lays to his Corinthians, 1 Cor. 6. 7. There is 
utterly a fault among you becauſe y — go to Law 
one with another. . Nui is it ſo that there is 
nt a wiſe Man among ſt yu? No not one that 
ſhall be able to judge between bis Brethren ? © 
| Beſides, we know that in our Country ſuch 
a method of redreſs at preſent muſt coſt us a 
great deal more than the firſt Loſs comes to*®; 
and therefore it is plainly a ſpirit of Litigi- 
ouſneſs, an inclination for Revenge [which 
will be very apt to inſinuate itſelf here ſooner = 
or later] and not a defire merely of obtaining 
reparation for that loſs, and reſcuing ourſelves 
from the injury which we have ſuffered, or 
re like to ſuffer, (were that of any great ſig- 
uficancy, which is not EY n ſuch 


; 1 Le Clere in . 
Thou n Mere p. 49, if 


Glas he 6 ally guarded 
een rally believed: it is certain that the * | 
« of a Fr. an Acre of Land from 


" the weakeſt bjects; but a tnavih Attorney will 

„ute away his whole Eſtate by thoſe very Laws which were 

" deſigned for its ſecurity. The Judges are uncorrupt, As. 

" feali are free, and notwithſtanding al theſe ag it is 
' uſually better for u Man to lofe his — chan to ſue t for it. 
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up from our Brother, in a ſenſe of brotherly 
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_ ourſelves by flying to the utmoſt rigour of 
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becomes the proper method of relief; nor 
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are we with-held from it, either by the Laws 
of Chriſt, or the determination of any of hu 


r bY . 
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his Maſter's will and was ſo ready at all times 


. — — EY 


appeal to Ceſar, | 
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20 Litipiouſneſs repugnant to 
caſes moves us to put one another to #rouble; | 
as it is commonly and very juſtly termed. 
ſpirit of Chri- 
ſtianity ſhould have any proper influence on 
ppoſed to do the wrong, 
or him that ought to ſuffer it, when things ci 

Zn th 


kd 


Small affronts then, and petty injuries, in 


worſe than the diſeaſe, worſe to ourſelves, as | 
well as the offending Party; theſe are the 
things which we are here required to put 


Love and Charity, rather than try to redreſs 
the Law. In miſchiefs of a higher kind, and 


where the damage is leſs tolerable, both rea- 
ſon and nature will direct us to what then 


Diſciples. On the contrary, the great and 
good Apoſtle Saint Paul, who ſo well knew 


to ſuffer for his honour and the intereſt of 
his Cauſe, yet when that end was not to be 
anſwered by his Suffering, he ſets us an ex- 
amp, of avoiding it by pleading his Roman 
Privilege; he peremptorily refuſes to be given 
up to his enemies by a partial Governour, and 
in a cauſe worthy of it makes no ſcruple to 


- 


d 


r | - 
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been propagated in his name... 
Nor can he reaſonably be ſuppoſed to con- 


demn all application to the Law of their 
Country among Chriſtians, in the place laſt 
cited, or indeed any Appeals but ſuch as drew A 
n Judicatories to the no. 


them before Heat 
ſmall prejudice and diſgrace of their Pro- 
feſſion, when he gives them directi- 


ons to ſet up ſome among themſelves to judge . 
reproves them for not ſub- 


their cauſes, and 
mining ſuch to the decition of the Elders of 
the Church. 1 Cor. 6. 2. 4. 


pe: org. a ving, as the 
contrar * 1 thoſe few . 
Enth io ali — 22 to hold it, 


whoare obſerv d ws run as cagerly 
to Law as any of their There is 
more occaſion on the other fide to ſettle di- 


ſtinctly the limitations and explain the con- 
duese under which only i it ĩs allowable ny | 


becoming our Profeſſion. 


In order-to this, let it be obſerved, Firſt, 
That in a wager of Law as in War] there 
1 fault on one ſide or the other, ex- 
refer the 


cept where both parties amica 
matter in diſpute to the deciſion of the Court, 
agree to take the ſhorteſt courſe to that deci- 


hon, and reſolve to be concluded by it; which | 


See the Lord B of Winchefter's Sermon on Sam 
2 or Mage" | 
a 


feht 
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So far was he from advancing thoſe un- 
found flint Dodtrines, which have = 
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them both to weig h the mat 


not in ſome teſpect 1 
however, the general preſumption will, moſt 


Jugicatories I ſear very rarely. 


wrong on one. fide, and 


own agen e wha will if 
ed to faithfully inform them 
or other lie on ei 


juſtly lie againſt him 4 is obſerv d fre: 


quently to be the aggreſſor, m eſpecially 
in little matters, The —— greateli 


ber of our Cauſes, and are frequent- 
| ly attended with the. greateſt Malice 5 the 


proſecution, from —— indeed they had 


_ their riſe. Not but that the Lamas: principle of 
Injuſtice may predominate i in affairs of — 


conſequence: and a more co 


which therefore do not alway — — | 


beſt of Cauſes; and a great IT of Violence 
may appear even in a ſeemingly trivial Proſe- 
tion; and therefore ſuch is not at all times to 


be bore with : (when that is to be done com- 


mon Prudence and an impartial view of the 
conſequences may determine, 


ta which Chri- 
ſtianity does, as every Inſtitution human or 
Divine muſt, leave us) yet (tall, as ſuch may 
in themſelves be born the „ We have 
more room to deliberate coolly and diſpaſſio- 


nately about the conſequences of reſiſtingthem, 
and a better opporty nity of ſhewin 75 our 8 


in the es * Cauſes brought before-our | 
happens: ex. 
cepting ſuch a caſe, I ſay, chere muſt be 
here ſote it behoves 
T Nane their | 


HU does | 


— 


—Y 1 Fey 1 as 


| ſicrificing ſome of our-intereſts and conveni- 


tion of his 


n . r Fe oo =. oo > = 2 2 


+ very tenacious of our Property, or jealous 
of our Reputation; we ur dra 


ourſelves that it is abſolutely right, and that 
there's no kind of foundation for the other: 
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therefore in ſuch caſes'a good man would not 
be very ready to im or to join Iſſue with 


his Brother; he would not willingly be found 
engaged thus in beating of his felſow ſervant: 


a true Chriſtian will never haſtily lay bands on 
any one and take him by the throat for a ſmall 
Debt, will not deliver him tb the Tarmenturs 
for each petty treſpaſs; but rather is diſpeiſed, 


and morò᷑ eſpecially when he himſelf is found 


to be the treſpaſſer, to comply with that direc- 


Agree with thine ad 
art in ibe auay with bim. 


make matters up to the very laſt, even though 


wrath be gone forth and ſteps already taken 
2. In the beginning of ſtrife, uhether it 


immediately relate to ourſelves, or we are en- 


gaged in it for others, we may be ſoft to 
flatter ourſelves, or inclined to flatter them; 


one ſide ſo 


much at heart, dwell ſo 


whence we naturally conclude that the ad- 
verſe party muſt be very unreaſonable; and 


that he cught to be dealt with accordingly; 


and by degrees:grow violent enough to detes- 
Eon nl mine 
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24 Litigiouſneſs repugnant 
mine that all means areallowablewhich can be 


| prejudice; eſpecially if we find, 
gie tit we ſhall find, him practiſing the 


age en $1pmp. — 
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to ſatisfy our Brother's judgment, but ſubdue 


S Were 
. . ⅛ ll. wer i 4, 
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made uſe of in our own defence or to the others 
find, or only ima- 


though in our lar hours we ſhould 


allow: this to be far from any jutibeation of 


ourſelves in doing the like: nay that it is the 
very crime of rendiring evil for vail in the 


worſt ſenſe, which it was our Lord's main 


defign to cenſure in this Chapter, 
And thus are we led to make the bara 
mean not ſo much of gaining redreſs as grati- 


fying our revenge; we ſoon loſe fight of the 


firſt ground of contention, and go on contend- 
ing for the Victory: we are now ſeeking not 


him; and henceforth pleaſe ourſelves in labour. 
ing to teach him, as we ſay, a Leſſon of Hu- 


mility, but in a ſenſe far different from that 


3 Virtue which our Lord preſcribes. 
Navy, "OG we may have juſt cauſe to com- 
mence or ſtand a Suit, as in defence of ſome 
important rights of our own or others whom 
we are concern'd for, in ſu of ſome very 
valuable Privil hi the Laws of our 


_ Conſtitution entitle us to, at leaſt we may have 


fo much ground to think ſo both from our 
own judgement and that of thoſe whom we 


_ conſult as may be ſufficient to exeuſe us in — 


and even make it part of our 2 
ſet out fairly and —— 


— it; coy bre 
juſt 
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juſt what — ae wo ay 
either wholly to ſu 


belide theſe Sees t e of i. 
4 we hope — be found har- 
h t; there are too many os 
be fear d are 
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though they lead evidently to the ſelf fame 
end, and border nearly on the reat fin above- 
mention d. Gs 1 * . | 
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cruſh-ove:thatin better founded[i ſigh Naur 
will he: gain ho appears tg have the moſt 
ſucceſs inert age eee labyrinth 
=. Lawz or readily involving others in one 
Nay ſuch as! cannot even riſe ſo high, may 
yet ſupply the want . 5 5 forement 0 
Talents, and ſupport themſelves in tolerable 
credit, barely hy being able to ſet a bold face 
on any thing; by the mere dint of hectoring 
intimidating, lying. Theſe and a thouſand 
other ſuch Arts, which it would be too tedious 
. 
praiſe every day: e 
of them may IT WY T5 52 ſome de- 
gree be neceſſary for the maintenance af a good 
yet there q but — grund to 
— Ropes ny td nag uſe 
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I become Sin to us, and each perſon 
| en reaſon: to ſay with / St. Pauls Ius 

ite, L 
a0hen that came, Sin reui ved aud [ died. How 
many through ſuch met 10ds-are undone dai- 
ly by 3 and li- 
terally loſe both Goat and Ch How ma- 
ny are puſh di on to. 9 Adver- 
ay offen gere ll they 


vocation;; 4 


ſubliſts by che æuin of them bah. 
I would not incur che leaſt imputation of 
levity i in this ſalemn P 


long been lamented, and calls loudly for re- 
vs. 4 both for tlie credit of the Jaw and its 


| Profeſſors; and the intereſt of the Goſpe 
intereſt of us all} and I don't doubt 
but it will be attended to by thoſe who have 


Authority: to correct it; of Which we had 


late eminent Example here, and which is more 
effectually dane 9— 4 by that Illuſtrious Per- 


ſon who ſo [worthily- preſides in one of his 


Majeſty's Courts, wo is ſo juſtly there diſtin= 


guiſhed as the great Refuge from Aan ge 


and Reformer f the Law, the A 
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thing is of a2 
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28 Litigiouſne/s repugnant 10 
Male practiſers of every kind, as well as Pa- 
tron of all who do well. I ſpeak from what 1 
oft have been a witneſß of, and could 3 
with wauld the time allow it. 
uA all, we muſt confeſs — fs 
in man reſpects would Men but ſe ir 
Leet The Profeſſion of it is always ho- 
nourable, and extremely neceſſary in fach a 
— as ours, where fo much Property is 
ed in private hands and at their free diſ- 
poſal; where the transferring of it is ſo fre- 
quent, where ſo many Contracts muſt occa- 
fion ſuch variety of Conteſts, and ſo many in- 
tricate Caſes will ariſe, requiring to have the 
Senſe of Laws ex ined by perſons learned in 
them ®, I may add, that the aſſiſtance of ſuch 
Perſons who are vid to ſtate and urge all 
2 with the utmoſt 23 how. bus 
iety, will [at ma 
— wr Hp — — — Wi 
neſſes, and enable others to diſcover it more 
perfectly, and awe them into an obſervance of 
tz to which even the ſolemnity of the thing 
contributes very much on theſe occaſions. 
And they of this honourable Profeſſion who 
are above all things careful to ſupport the 
— of _ and Righteouſneſs, 2 X 
by own Integrity, amidſt the great 
— which — — Practice (and 
many ſuch moſt undoubtedly:theid are) _ 


See Whithel's Speech before the Houſe of Commons, 3 
can- 
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they fail at length of meeting with, that Re- 
verence and Love which their ſuperior Cha- 
racers defaryeri M omg ar forma 
The Forms and Methods of proceeding. in 


the Law admit indeed of a great deal of Chi- 
canry, to ſhew Men what they muſt expect 
when they are trying to over-reach one ano- 
ther, and quit the plain es of Right and E- 
quity; which is of excellent uſe to inforce our 
Saviour's Precept in the Text on ſuch as are 


not to be ſwayed by nobler motives. In this 


ſenſe we may juſtly apply the Terror of the 
Law to perſwade Men to Peace; and ſure I 
am, if it were well conſidered, nothing would 
in a more effectual way diſcourage and reſtrain 
them from conteſting little matters. 


» Excellent upon this Subject are the Words of Biſhop 


Tayhr, Life of Chriſt, F. 2. S. 12. p. 256. 4 If we conſider Suits 
of Law as they are wra in circumſtances of action and 
L praQtiſe, with how many ſubtleties and arts 


are manag- 


« ed, how pleadings are made mercenary, and that it will be 
* hard to ne . Counſel that will adviſe you to defiſt if 


« your Cauſe be wrong ( and therefore there is great reaſon. 


A to diſtruſt every Queſtion, ſince if it be never ſo wrong, we 
** ſhall meet Adyocates to encourage us and plead for it) what 
danger of miſcarriages, of uncharitableneſs, anger and a- 
< nimoſities, what deſires to prevail, what care and\fearful- 
*« neſs of the event, what innumerable temptations do inter- 

_ © vene; how many ſins are ſecretly inſinuated in our hearts. 
and actions; if a ſuit were of itſelf never ſo lawful, it would 
N 2 the duty was, pane oh avoid it, as ” pings 4 | 
-< gainſt temptations, and cuts off the opportunity of a. Sin. 

«kb not lawful for a Chriſtian to. ſus ki —.— the Law, 

| © unleſs he can be patient if he loſes, and charitable if he be 

** wronged, and can proſecute his end without any mixture of 

I coyetouſneſs, or deſires ta prevail without envy, or 2 


= 


go Lirigioufas repugnant = 
ys 2 to aſperſe the Laws 
of my Country pr caſt any general reflections; | 
on thoſe —— Perſons who are ghiefly con- 


cerned in the Execution of them. If any thing 


pear to need amendment in either (and whe- 
er their does or no I ſhall not preſume tu 
take upon me to determine) it is our particu- 
lar happineſs to ſee thoſe employed at preſent 
in the Admitiiſtration of Juſtice ho are both 
able and willing to contribute to that end, to 
wWhoſe care therefore it may fafely be com- 
MIR&. len, ce vd bra don on 
Inſtead then of ſetting up for Judges f the 
Law and cenſuring our Superiors, better does 
it become us Miniſters of the Goſpel of Peace 


0 3 
OY in# ye whe ww * 


_ © lieve himſelf wrong when his Judge ſays he is, or can 72 
eto peace when his juſt cauſe is oppreſſed and rejected an 
condemned, and without pain or . . can ſit down by the 
4 loſs of his right and of his pains and his money. And if he 
* cando all this, what need he go to Law ? he may with leſs 
trouble and leſs danger take the loſs ſingly, and expect God's 

4 providence for reparation, than diſentitle himſelf to that by 
„his own frowardneſs, and take the loſs when it comes loa- 
« den with many circumſtances of trouble. I have no more 
«© to add to this Article but the ſaying of the Son of Sirach, 
« He that love. * ſhall periſh in it. And certainly he had 

. © need be an Angel that manages a ſuit innocently, and he 
„that hath ſo excellent a Spirit as with innocence to run 
e through the infinite temptations of a Law-ſuit, in all pro- 
e bability hath ſo much holineſs as to ſuffer the injury, and ſo 
much prudence as to avoid the danger: and therefore no- 
< thing but a very great defalcation or ruin of a Man's eſtate 
% will from the beginning to the end juſtify ſuch a controver- 

'« fy: when the Man is put to it fo that he cannot do fomeE 
other Duty without venturing in this, then the Grace of 

God is ſufficient for him; but he that enters lightly' ſhall 

1 —— dangerouſly, and a thouſand to one but he will fall 
& foully.” -. VETO eee ASE 36 ore os 


to 


and reproving the Viees which oppoſe it more 
immediately within our ſphere, and have the 
moſt direct tendency to defeat the end of our 
Miniſtry withowcBoveing rb Froyery; e 
ceſſins; and giving of thanks be made for al 
Orders of Men, particularly thoſe in Authori- 
ty, that we muy lead u quiet and prateable' Life 
in all Godline and Honeſty : putting Men in 
mind to be fubje& to Principalities and Po-. 
ers, to obey Magiſtrates in general, and in an 
eſpecial manner embrace every opportunitx 
of expreſſing their gratitude and love to his 
Majeſty, for his goodneſs in appointing ſuch 
upright Guardians of our Laws and Liber- 

ties; to ſhew our ſenſe of this by paying all 


content ourſel 


* 


due Honour, by performing a chcarful, will- | 


ing Obedience to him and thoſe that are em- 
ployed under him in the great and good work 
of preſerving Order, Tranquillity, and all o- 
ther benefits of ſociety to us; and to co-ope- 
rate with them each in our reſpective ſtations; 
that ſo Judgement may run down as Waters 
and Righteouſneſs as a mighty ſtream : that they 
may refreſh and chear the Land on each re- 
turn of theſe Solemnities ; which muſt cer- 
tainly be the Bleſſing and the Glory of it, could 
they be kept free from this great Evil I have 
been deſcribing, and which we may ſuppoſe 
to ariſe in ſome meaſure from that ſignal Be. 
nefit of ſo commodious an opportunity of 
| having redreſs as hereby above other Nations 

we enjoy. 
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let us 0 1011 all Places 


preſerve. their juſt eſteem, and thereby ma 


neſs. oY we have the ſatisfactioi Fe ale 

far the Laws are now from being 
an [ by. Tyranny and Oppreſſion on the 
one hand, let us have the Duty to endeavour 
that they be not overborn and trod down hy 
Licentiouſneſßs and Faction, or eluded by de- 
ceitful Craſtineſs and Quibbling on the other; 
but that they may obtain their due force, and 


may, 
t-our excellent Conſtitution in its na- 


tive Vigour, and continue. to be the Loan! 


ſtrength and ſtability of our Ki 
well as moſt effectually ſecure the Libertie 
and eren of all his . za 
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